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Examiner and Religious Miscellany, Vol. 56: January, March, May, 1854 Scripture and Talmud, taught nothing more scientific than to make her
leavened bread, forbidden by law to learn a foreign language, with not even a copy of the ancient Testament for her perusal, no theatre nor conven
ticle, no book-club nor concert-room, neither newspapers nor cheap publications, to elevate the moments of her leisure, why should she be handed
down to posterity as a narrow-minded and inglorious woman because she hap pened to like the tri?es which composed her universe And why
should Mary have all the love and honor, when, as a younger sister, and unmarried, she had very little domestic responsibility, and could afford to
indulge her reveries, or sit, nourishing her sincere respect, at the feet of the Great Teacher? We venture to say that, among modern women, quite as
few have the narrow ambition of Martha as the leisure of Mary. Universal education has expanded the desires of woman without increasing her
Opportunities. She cannot help re?ecting a portion of the general enlightenment, but some day comes when she is shut up with cares and an
interminable succession of depressing tri?es, and the Spheres of culture and thought are virtually blotted out of her experience. We do not speak of
the very few whose worldly means enable them to use to surfeit the time and toil of others; but of the great majority who are tied down to their
routine, each day bringing to them the wearing alternation of sickness and accident, food and clothing, cleaning, sewing, economizing, wrestling
against time and circum stances, and toiling on to hear the husband announce to them that...
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